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to look at political problems too much from their own point
of view.

It is in the matter of education that India has most to
learn from Japan. In the first place, however, it should be
noted that Japan is indebted to India for one
. ver7 important factor in its civilisation, namely,
its Buddhism. As we have seen, this in com-
bination with Shintoism and Confucianism produced the
Japanese mind or soul, and now Japan is paying back its
debt to India. The records of its progress in the arts both
of peace and of war, and especially of its brilliant victories in
the recent struggle with Russia, were eagerly read by many
of the younger men in India, and they raised the aspiration
in their minds that India might be able to follow the
example of Japan. Japanese newspapers and journals
convey to Indians some idea of the thoughts of the
Japanese with regard to education, industry, and com-
merce, and national affairs generally; and in this way
Japan is exercising considerable influence on the Indian
mind.

During recent years considerable numbers of Indian
students have proceeded to Japan to carry on their studies
in the schools and colleges of that country, and these will be
trained both theoretically and practically in the departments
which they have selected; and, when they return to India, they
are certain to be imbued with many of the aspirations and
ambitions of the Japanese in all that affects national affairs
and international relations.

It is now felt by all who have studied the subject that a
great mistake was made in educational affairs in India when
Lord Macaulay's ideas were carried out in opposition to
those of Hastings, Wellesley, Sir William Jones, Elphinston,
and Duff. Macaulay proceeded on the assumption that
Oriental literature and knowledge was based upon trivial and
childish and out-of-date doctrines, and he introduced what
were practically copies of the curricula of English schools
and colleges into India. No doubt, some of the Orientals